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Under 12s Season Wrap - Daniel Speed

The under 12s started season 2008/09 on the back of what can only be described as an
indifferent prior season, having only won the solitary game. But given this happened in the final
round it was hoped the momentum could be carried through to the new season.

The positive from the outset was that the team was largely the same as the previous season
and with the boys one year older there was hope of a swift turnaround. The team also managed
to pick up some new players, notably younger brother of under 16 Al Bradley, Richie, who
quickly became one of the better players in the team.

The boys started the season fantastically, reeling off 3 straight wins to start the season. Easily
accounting for Le Page in Round 1, the boys then smashed Moorabbin to pieces, compiling a
massive 9/242 off their allotted 40 overs. To score at better than a run a ball in under 12s
cricket is a brilliant effort. The charge was led by the big hitting duo of Sam Birrell (28) and
Richie Bradley, who managed 8 boundaries from his unbeaten 33. In reply, Moorabbin were
only able to manage 7/140, with Richie again the destroyer, taking 3/9 off 4.

Round 3 saw the young Redbacks destroy an inexperienced Beaumaris outfit. Rolling Beauy
for 65, thanks to Bradley(4/8), Krause (2/2) and Kuang (2/4), the boys then compiled 156,
thanks largely due to the best individual batting effort of the year, an unbeaten 47 from Ben
Kuang, who was left stranded 3 runs short of a half century. A daring Paul Leary then decided
to have a crack at an outright, not often seen in U12C East cricket! The game was not long
after called off, with some minor damage being done, Beauy finishing at 3/19 off 8.

Wet and wild weather in week 2 of Round 4 resulted in a draw whilst week 5 saw a solid, yet
unspectacular win against Moorabbin West/West Bentleigh. Young dynamo Paul Krause the
standout with 21* and 2/1.

Weather again played a role in Round 6 with a one dayer being played instead of the scheduled
two dayer. Batting first South batted solidly, with Reagan Maddaford topping the scorers with
21*. The lads then restricted Kingston Heaths scoring despite a lack of wickets, ending up easy
victors by 47 runs. Young leggie Manoj Anguswamy taking 2/3.

Going into the Christmas break, the boys had performed beautifully, undefeated with 1 draw and
sitting equal first, the results were certainly an improvement over the year before.

The first game after Christmas saw the boys face their biggest task yet against competition
benchmark Mackie who boasted what appeared to be an under 16 amongst their ranks.
Despite this the boys played admirably, making 5/134 from their 25, with Reagan again getting
the inks with 21*. The boys bowled and fielded well but unfortunately were passed with a
couple of overs to spare, but could take solace in the fact they were one of only 2 teams all
season to dismiss Mackie gun Dean Krelle, and with the knowledge they were certainly
contenders for the title.

After a draw in Round 9 due to heat this time, the boys clinically won in Rounds 10 and 11. Ben
Kuang continued his dominance with the bat averaging 72 over the closing 3 games, whilst
Jade Christensen also batted well, belying his fast bowler tag, closing with 55 runs in the final 3
games. Matt Mreulje was another highlight, finally getting a wicket in the last home and away
game of the year!

With the home and away season in the books, the boys finished second on the ladder and
headed to Mackie Reserve for the semi final and what followed should probably remain a
mystery. Whether it was finals pressure or lack of confidence, the boys simply crumbled.
Batting first, Mackie compiled a massive 7/220 and in response the boys could manage only a
paltry 54, with only Dom Bowes’ fighting 25 offering any resistance. It was obviously not the
start to finals we were hoping for, but having finished top 2 and deserving the second chance,
we were able to fight another day.
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The preliminary final saw us take on 3" placed Ormond who we had beaten only a month
earlier. Ormond batted first and batted quite solidly with some good individual performances,
and no Carnegie South bowler able to completely dominate. Ormond ended up setting a solid
7/141 from their 40, and runs on the board in finals cricket is gold. Reagan Maddaford batted
solidly in the opening position making 19 and this start was capitalised on by Dom Bowes (26*)
and Richard Bradley (31*) who both batted brilliantly. At 3/106 we were looking home and
hosed, but a middle order collapse saw us fall to 7/123 and a few heart palpitations followed.
But Jade Christensen and skipper Sam Birrell took control, both finished with unbeaten 13s and
getting the team across the line and into the Big Dance.

Coming up against bogey team Mackie, it was never going to be easy, but the team was told to
simply play their own game and anything could happen. In an unfortunate twist, gun all rounder
Richie Bradley came down with chicken pox prior to the game and was unable to take part in
the match, which certainly didn’'t help. Nonetheless, Mackie again batted first, but unlike 2
weeks previous were never able to fully gain ascendency, with tight bowling and fielding the
order of the day. Finally making 6/166, it was a solid total that certainly put them in the box
seat, but also gave the Redbacks a chance. Pick of the bowlers were Dom Bowes who bowled
without luck with 6 straight overs for only 15 runs, captain Sam Birrell with 2/13 off his 6 and
Ben Kuang, 1/20 off 6.

A first ball quacker to opener Reags wasn't the ideal start but newly promoted James Bailey had
one of his best innings of the season making a gutsy 17 against some very quick bowling. The
middle order was where the game would be won or lost and the trio of bowlers from above
batted well, especially Dom Bowes who continued his brilliant finals series with another 26. He
was ably supported by Ben Kuang who put up a quickfire 16. At 4/94, needing another 70 odd
runs at about a run a ball it was unlikely but still possible. However we collapsed like a house of
cards, to be all out for 96, in a display somewhat reminiscent of a certain senior team later that
afternoon. Mackie had defeated us for the 3™ time in the season, the only team to take our
scalp.

Considering last season, it was a fantastic year for the boys and something that can definitely
be built upon. Hopefully each of the 13 players will be back next season, with around half of the
boys moving up into the under 14s next year.

Special thanks must go to Team Manager Paul Leary, who took on the role of managing the
boys each Saturday morning and did so brilliantly, and Bruce Haley who ‘attempted’ to pass on
his years of cricketing knowledge to the boys at Wednesday night training sessions.

Notable performances by round:

Round 1 B.Kuang 19*, S.Birrell 3/8, M.Verhoeven 2/5

Round 2 R.Bradley 33*, S.Birrell 28, P.Krause 19*, J.Bailey 19, R.Bradley 3/9
Round 3 B.Kuang 47*, P.Krause 19*, D.Bowes 19, R.Bradley 4/8, P.Krause 2/2
Round 4 Washout

Round 5 P.Krause 21*, P.Krause 2/1

Round 6 R.Maddaford 21*, M.Anguswamy 2/3

Round 8 B.Kuang 23, R.Maddaford 21*, D.Bowes 2/19, M.Anguswamy 2/5, B.Kuang 2/14
Round 9 P.Krause 45, B.Kuang 30, J.Bailey 22*, J.Christensen 20

Round 10 J.Christensen 23*, B.Kuang 21*

Round 11 B.Kuang 21*, R.Maddaford 20*, B.Kuang 2/2 J.Christensen 2/18
Semi D.Bowes 25

Prelim R.Bradley 31*, D.Bowes 26*, R.Maddaford 19

Grand Final D.Bowes 26, S.Birrell 2/13

AWARD WINNERS

BATTING — Paul Krause —Ave 168

BOWLING — Richard Bradley 7.92

FIELDING — Dominic Bowes

Coach’s Award — Sam Birrell

Congratulations to Richard Bradley on winning CMCA -Under12C Bowling Average for
2008/2009
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Under 14’s Season Summary - David Snape

Our under 14 2008/9 season was a little bit uncertain as our player numbers were a little light
on, but step in Tom Andrews with the recruiting of 5 schoolmates and we were up and running.
It was a coach's dream with not only the boys being great kids, but are quality cricketers.

From the first grading game against older and bigger opposition it was obvious to me that they
would have a good year. Our team plan was to play positive cricket when batting and take them
on and when bowling restricts the run flow and create pressure by increasing the run rate they
needed. All the boys are good cricketers individually but getting them to play the way the team
needed at the right time was my aim.

The first ingredient of a successful junior team is to have quality opening batsman, who can
handle the early heat and then score heavily when needed, we had this in Hamish Curtis (our
captain) and Sam Richards, both scored mid 300 runs for the year even though they batted
down the order several times and Hammer being treated harshly by decisions on several
occasions. No matter what team you always have players that want to bat at no 3,4 & 5 we were
no different but had quality in numbers to fill this position. In no particular order.

Player Profiles-

Nicholas Gould - Nick is always first to put his hand up to bat no matter the circumstance and
has improved his technique and as the year went on his scoring options increased. He had a
good finals campaign and was my go to man when in trouble. Well done Nick.

Callum Taylor - Cal is a hard hitter who will take anyone on and as the year went on his ball to
hit and was the reason we set some big scores and he also had a huge bearing on the semi-
final outcome.There is also more improvement to come.

Lachlan Raynor - Lachy was one of our true all rounders, he could bat anywhere with great
technique off the back foot, open the bowling or keep it tight and was an outstanding fielder. |
really enjoyed watching him play, he is really competitive and | love that.

Kirren Ponniah - This guy can do it all opening bowler with a bit of heat, hard hitting batsman
and a great fielder. He turned around his batting and nearly one the grand final for us. He has a
good cricket brain and will play good cricket.

Chris Dounias - Chris is a hard hitter who plays most shots well and early in the year scored
quickly when needed. Grand final day he was really ill but | made him bat and he was a star,
thanks Chris.

Lucas Lampos - Chooky always backs himself in when batting and played better as the year
went on with some big hits, he also became our go to bowling man especially into the wind and
he did some hard work.

Troy Nicholson - Troy came up from the ul2s and took a while to settle in but when it clicked
he played really well wherever he batted, when you believe it will happen.

Andrew Stolzenburg - | have coached Andrew a few times and he always give you 100 %.| am
a big rap for his bowling with good line and length, so he can open or come on when things are
not so good. He always bats with courage and for the team situation. Well done.

Jack Gayle - Our ul2 captain from last year, made an impact around the team with his
personality.

Jack always had the knack of getting wickets whenever he came on to bowl, no matter the
opposition and his batting improved greatly and was one of the guys that nearly snatched the
grand final. You had a good grand final Jack.

Ryan Samble - Unfortunately we didn't see enough of Ryan due to other commitments .He is a
good talent with his spin bowling and straight batting.
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Tom Andrews - What a recruiter, what a bowler. Once again Tom showed he is quality, he
deserved many more wickets than he got, and played most of the year with a serious knee
injury, and in pain most of the time, He is an outstanding team man. Thanks for your help Tom.

Sam Richards - As mentioned earlier, a quality bat who can bat for long periods of time, also a
good leggie who will get a lot of wickets. Sam also kept wickets for us in some games. A great
year Sam.

Hamish Curtis - Hammer was captain, opening batsman, keeper and spin bowler all which he
did well and with enthusiasm. Thanks for the year Hammer.

After reading these small profiles on the players, you will realise that we played off in the grand
final but fell 9 runs short from what would have been a great comeback.

Playing in the finals was enjoyable but watching the guys play good team cricket was great.

Thanks to all the parents for supporting me and all the guys.

AWARDS WINNERS

BATTING- Sam Richards -Ave 44.75

BOWLING — Kirren Ponniah- Ave 9.22

FIELDING — — Lachlan Rayner

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER- Hamish Curtis

UNDER 16's Report 2008-2009 —Jim Nicholson

It was another solid year from the U16'’s, they only lost one game and ended up second on the
ladder at the years end. Unfortunately in the semi-final which was a fluctuating game, the boys
missed out on a berth in the grand final by one solitary run, scored off the last ball of the day.
They were all very disappointed but they must remember that they played good solid cricket for
the year and all of them showed potential and will be great players for the club in the future.

The batting was usually solid,but in a few games the middle order tended to collapse, never the
less most players made runs, some need to be more positive and consistent. The bowling was
very good with wickets being shared by the boys. Not many sides took the handle to them as
their attack was varied and usually tight. Fielding was a strong point as all boys caught well and
their ground fielding was excellent. They threw well and at all times attempted to get their bodies
behind the ball which was difficult as most of the grounds they played on were woeful.

Player Profiles -

Jacob Curtis: Captained the side well, His batting was a little inconsistent which was
unfortunate as he always got starts. His bowling improved as the year wore on and his fielding
and keeping was excellent particularly his stumping.

Tim Snape: Batted as expected and made many runs. A highlight was his running between the
wickets. His bowling was improved and next year will be a handful.

Josh Fisher: Batting, bowling or fielding he was never out of the game for long an excellent
season. His semi-final was outstanding.

Darcy Wood: Vice Captain- A terrific team player and an excellent choice for Vice Captain, His
bowling was greatly improved and came second in the bowling averages.

Pat Foley: Worked hard in the nets to improve his cricket was unlucky in his bowling and made
a match winning 32 against Brighton District to help win the game, a strong and reliable
fieldsman.
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Will Nash: A very talented cricketer as his batting and bowings showed, His game against
Beaumaris was outstanding. Must not get too disheartened if things don’t work out.

Matt Pennacchia: A hard worker and always willing to learn. Must be more confident in his
ability, as he has potential. His fielding in the semi-final was a highlight.

Alaster Bradley: Another talented cricketer who showed his worth batting and bowling. A very
good close in fieldsman.

Will Bowes: A solid cricketer who bowls tight mediums with a touch of swing, his batting
improved as the year wore on. Helped Josh Fisher build a partnership in the semi when the side
was in trouble.

Pat Shannon: A hard hitting batsman who will get better with experience. With Pat Foley won a
game against Brighton District with a tremendous innings. Excellent fieldsman.

Albert Kuang: A second year player who needs to work on his cricket as he has ability. Has
potential to be a hard hitting batsman also has a good defence.

Zac High: An interesting left arm spinner who could always take wickets. His game against
Dingley he bowled with control and spin, not an experienced cricketer his debut year was
promising .

Finally, whilst it was a disappointing end to the season, it was also positive and enjoyable.
Carnegie South is fortunate to have promising group of cricketers. | want all of them back next
year either U16’s or seniors. | would like to thank Dave Snape and Bruce Haley for helping me
out during the year, Sel Curtis who would put on a great barbeque at the home games. Also to
Dom Bowes and Ben Kuang who helped out with the fielding during the year.

AWARD WINNERS

BATTING- Tim Snape - 226 Runs —Ave -45.20

BOWLING — Alaster Bradley — Ave -9 wkts -7.20

FIELDING — Jacob Curtis

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER - Joshua Fisher

BEST PERFORMANCE Semi Final —Joshua Fisher 76 & 4/44
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Under 12's Grand Final — Runners Up
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UNDER 14's Grand Final Runners Up

I would like to thank the following people for their contributions to this Junior edition of
At the Crease: Daniel Speed, David Snape & Jim Nicholson for all the Junior Reports
for Season 2008/2009, Paul Leary, Peter Andrews & Andrew Gould for the great

photographs. - Marg McSwain Secretary CSCC
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